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Additional Services
RedZone also offers a full suite of additional data management services to support RZRisk including: high accuracy geocoding,

PIF address cleaning and analysis, geospatial data hosting and real-time web mapping.
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How much wildfire risk exposure do you have?  We can tell you.

How is RZRisk different than other services?

Most wildfire risk services only evaluate the area immediately surr-
ounding a home to determine their wildfire hazard score.  RedZone 
recognizes the severe limitations of this approach.  Even well-
landscaped properties can be at significant risk due to adjacent areas 
of high wildfire danger.  RZRisk not only evaluates the individual 
parcel but also assesses the “big picture,” including the proximity to 
areas of greater hazard, and the frequency & extent of local fire 
activity in the past.

Access Options 

RZRisk offers two options for data access providing brokers, under-
writers and risk managers a flexible way to evaluate individual policies 
or applications, or to look at an entire book of properties. 

Web Service 
The automated web service is a secure web 
application that allows corporate IT to automate 
data access for use within existing underwriting 
workflows.  Data is returned as XML.

Online
RZRisk.com is a secure, easy-to-use, web 
portal with an interactive map interface 
specifically designed for brokers and risk 
managers to search by address, geographic 
coordinates (latitude/longitude) or a simple 
map click to return the RZRisk hazard data 
for a specific location.

RZRisk Specifics 

1. Site-Specific Fire Threat
The area immediately around a home is a very important indica -
tor of a structure ’s wildfire hazard.  RZRisk incorporates 
CalFIRE’s fire hazard dataset, which evaluates a variety of key 
factors including fuel, slope and aspect. RZRisk then incorpo -
rates fire history / patterns datasets to evaluate the likelihood of 
a given area burning, and the potential fire behavior if it does 
burn. These factors are combined to create the Site-Specific 
Hazard.

2. Fire Zone Hazard
While the area directly around a structure is important, it is 
large areas of contiguous fuel that sustain large destructive 
wildfires.  Hazardous terrain in the vicinity can also adversely 
impact response as well as fire behavior.  This is why the major -
ity of homes lost are in, or adjacent to, extreme wildland areas.  
RZRisk’s Fire Zone Hazard approach addresses this critical 
component by resampling data from the high-resolution models 
to reflect the general characteristics of the entire area.

3. Fire History
Historical fire activity is a critical component in understanding 
today's fire threat. For example, an area in dry brush country 
can be expected to experience a higher frequency of large 
damaging fires than an area in heavy timber . RZRisk, however, 
looks at a database of more than 25,000 fire perimeters from 
the last 100 years. Fire history for the last 10 years and within 
10 miles of a property are displayed to provide historical 
context for underwriters and risk managers 

4. Fire Hazard Report
RZRisk provides a comprehensive Fire Hazard Report based on 
specific geospatial locations.  Inputs may be standardized 
addresses or latitude/longitude coordinates.

Residential development in the wildland/urban interface (WUI) is growing rapidly. In the Western U.S. alone, 38% of 
new home construction is adjacent to, or within the WUI.  In 2008, three fires in Southern California destroyed 
1,000 structures causing $600 million in insured property loss. An accurate assessment of wildfire hazard is compli -
cated by many factors, including highly variable conditions on the ground and significant vegetation and weather 
effects.  Underwriting properties in the WUI is therefore a unique challenge.  Only RZRisk’s comprehensive approach 
will enable property and casualty insurers to accurately identify the risk exposure and optimize premium pricing.


